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Living in Florida is full of surprises — and amazing wildlife! I got very excited recently when
I discovered *Audubon’s Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary is located just a few miles from my
home.

This wildlife preserve in the middle of the *Everglades swamp offers 2.5 miles (4 km) of
winding boardwalk *elevated above the swamp, above wetlands and *marshes, through pine
forests and old-growth *cypress. Corkscrew Sanctuary is home to hundreds of *alligators, deer,
*otters, turtles and various kinds of *wading birds, as well as other varieties of exotic birds.

This wonderful *refuge for wildlife probably would not exist today had it not been for a dark
history of beautiful birds being killed almost to *extinction for their feathers.

Thousands of notable women in the late 19th and early 20th centuries demanded fancy hats
*laden with colorful feathers and *plumes. The fashion industry killed up to 5 million birds a
year to satisfy the demand. Wading birds had the most unusual feathers, so in south Florida,
whole colonies of *snoWy egrets, *white ibises and *great blue herons were destroyed regularly
for hats.

Feathers were sold for as much as $30 an ounce — twice the value of gold at the time.

But concerned citizens began to band together to try to get help from the government to save
the birds. They hired guards to protect the swamp birds, but it was dangerous work and three
guards were killed in the line of duty. Some others disappeared and were never heard from
again.

*Conservationists began to rally and eventually the high-society women who bought the hats
got the message. Hundreds of influential women.in New York and Boston joined a movement
to stop the killing of birds. But the struggle was enormous as many other women refused to
give up their feathers.

In 1903 and 1908, laws were passed protecting birds in some parts of the nation.

Pressure kept mounting and finally in 1918 a federal law was passed making it a crime to
harm, sell or transport any *migratory bird. That put an end to the bird and feather hat *hysteria.

Over the years, the federal law was expanded and enhanced to protect birds from wind
turbines and *cellphone towers.

(Bevérly A. Jackson, ‘How fashion killed birds’, the japan times alpha, September 6, 2019
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